STUDENTS9 GUIDE TO READING

THIS guide has been compiled with the object of indi-
cating to the student some of the most significant books
of the period, the chief editions in which they have been
published, and the most important biographical and critical
works that can be consulted as helps to the understanding of
them. The limited space at the disposal of the compiler has
made it impossible to print complete lists of the works of
some of the authors, but such omissions have been indicated
in the text, and reference has been made to fuller biblio-
graphies wherever these are available. An attempt has been
made to indicate very briefly the nature of the contents of
certain books, and the relative values of some of the editions
and critical works. The judgments implied have no claim to
represent anything except a personal opinion. It has only
been possible to cite the full titles and imprints of some of the
most important books; only "short titles" of other books are
generally given. Certain technical bibliographical terms are
used to indicate the size of books. In & folio each of the sheets
of paper used to make the book is folded twice so as to give
two large leaves or four pages. In a quarto (410) the sheets are
folded four times, in an octavo (8vo, the usual modern size)
eight times, and in a duodecimo (ismo), which is a very small
book, twelve times. Folios are large volumes; they are rarely
produced now, but were commonly used in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries for important works. The quarto was
the normal size for pamphlets containing short works such
as plays or sermons.

The Guide is divided into twenty sections represented by
roman numerals. Some of them deal with single important
authors such as Milton and Shakespeare, and others with
groups of authors. These sections are arranged in three main
divisions, corresponding to the first three chapters of the
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